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by the emotion of the person acting. Touching one's mother with
an impure emotion will send the son to hell, but touching the same
mother with a pure emotion will take him to heaven* A wound
inflicted with a knife through hatred will take the victim's life; a
cut made with the same knife through love will save life. A
cat's teeth which protect her kittens are fatal to a mouse.

There is nothing obnoxious in idol-worship as such; it is
worship without understanding which is so.

DUTY OF PETLAD SATYAGRAHIS

When the struggle of Petlad satyagrahis ended happily,
I was on tour and did not know about the result. Now I hear
that some of the satyagrahis repudiate the resolution which was
adopted by the leaders. If this is so, it is a matter for regret. The
most important virtue of a soldier is that he should accept every-
thing which the leader does even if his action is wrong, so long
as he is acting in good faith* They have a right to remove him
or repudiate his action only when it can be positively asserted that
he has proved himself a traitor, If this rule is not observed, the
nation's capacity for collective action will not last. Not only that,
but the nation will cease to be a nation. In this particular inci-
dent, however, I see no error on the part of the leaders, The
satyagraha was started not for the sake of monetary concessions
but for a principle. Satyagraha can never be merely for mone-
tary gain. There is always some principle behind it and, there-
fore, it is of universal benefit* I have before me the resolution
concerning the Petlad satyagraha* From it I see that, accord-
ing to the people's belief, the Revision Settlement was not lawful
and their demand was merely that the Government of the Gaek-
war should appoint a committee of officials to examine it, The
people scored a victory the moment such a committee was ap-
pointed. That victory was even celebrated. There is nothing
to be said from the point of view of principle against the final
decision which has now been announced- The Dewan Saheb was
courteous enough to invite the representatives, and he announced
his decision after apprising them of it. One does not see much
monetary gain in that decision. It would have been more wel-
come if it had contained such benefit. But the principle having
been safeguarded, one cannot continue to fight merely for mone-
tary gain. The satyagraha resolution contained no demand for
monetary benefit. The demand was only for justice. Hence the
satyagrahis have no ground for repudiating the resolution adop-
ted by their representatives* I hope, therefore, that those who